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%(‘\;T homas Friedman, The Lexus and the Olive Tree. (New York: Anchor Books, 2000.)
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He was, of course, quoting the American novelist Thomas Wolfe.

Cf. Maya Angelou: “You can never go home again, but the truth is you car never leave
home, so it's all right.”
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* Obvi tg \s uired for the real encounter with another culture, where the encounter
invol L mtc subjsctwc experience that has an effect on the identity, the spirit, of the
“stranger”, But'there can also be an unwillingness to engage the “other™. The emergence of

thqx al[-mcﬁswc resort” in recent years, for example, has made it easter for the short term
VlSl to avoid any real contact with the host culture, Such resorts create 2 marketabie
Q4 ‘based on the 1mag1natwe expectation of the consumer, and reproduce as much as

\
O ﬁ@s\szble the reality of the visitor’s “home™.

im:lﬁdmg the effort to achicve mastery of language, the imitation of behavior, the adoption
QA \ ﬁcustoms ete.
N

- /3 And in the case of communities of foreign religious, ultimately compromises the apostolic
\§/ effectiveness of the “mission”. Resistance in these cases sometimes masks a belief in one’s
cuttural superiority with an objective of “social development.”
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® A British- Jam@,% once commented that after forty years in Jamaica, with a Jamaican wife
and Jamaican children, he continues to feel forms of cultural disconnection, reflected in the
atty tudé\ f those native to Jamaica. Immigrants and those forcibly displaced alwavs
wp@mm\some form of “homelessness”, it would seem.

M E\yde Jamaicans wil} often speak of the growing cultural chasm between the
ge tions — which may well be attributed to the intensification of Jamaica's interaction
other cultures, facilitated by the media and communications revolution of recent

&\;ecades
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I suspect that this may have much to do with the ordinary dignity that all persons possess,
but which is not always recognized ~ among the poor, certainly, but also among those who
have a history of ¢nslavement and colonial forms of socio-racial hierarchy.
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