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2 Thomas Aquinas, De Veritate, Q. 2, .2, ad.2.*The return to one’s own
essence is called the very subsistence of a thing in itseif; for non-
subsistent forms are, as it were, poured out upon something other than
themselves, and are not in possession of themselves. But subsistent forms
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reach out to other things, perfecting them and influencing them-in such a
way, however, that they still retain their immanence and self-possesion.”
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S §(, Thomas Aquinas, Summa Theologiae Ha, (1lae, 180, 1, in corp.) “I
answer that, As stated above (Q.179, A.1) theirs is said to be
contemplative who are chiefly intent on the contemplation of truth.”

Sumima Theologiae [la, (Ilae, 188, 6, in corp.) “Accordingly we must say
that the work of the active life is twofold. One proceeds from the fullnes
of contemplation, such as teaching and preaching.-:- And this work is

-

more excellent than simple contemplation. For even as it is better to
enlighten than merely to shine, so is it better to give to others the fruits of
one’s contemplation than merely to contemplate. The other work of the
active life cosists entirely in outward occupation,for instance almsgiving,
receiving guests, and the like, which are less excellent than the works of
contemplation,”
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"Summa Theologiae Ha (Ilae, 182, 1, in corp.) “The contenplative Ife is
simply more excellent than the active: and the Philosopher proves this by
eight reasons(Ethic, x. 7, B). The first is, because the contemplative life
becomes man according that which is best in him, namely the intellect,
and according to its proper objects, namely things intelligible; whereas the
active life is eccupied with externals.... The second reason is because the
contemplative life can be more continuous,.. Thirdly, because the
contemptative life is more delightful than the active... Fourthly, because in
the contemplative life man is more seil-sufficient, since he needs fewer
things for that purpose; .... Fifthly, because the contemplative life is loved
more for its own sake, while the active life is directed to something
clse...Sixthly, because the contemlative life consists in leisure and
rest...Seventhly, because the contemplative life is according to Divine
things, whereas active fife is according to human things;...Eightthly,
because the contemplative life is according to that which is most proper to
man, namely his intellect; whereas in the works of the active life the lower
powers also, which are commons to us and brutes, have their part;
wherefore (Ps. xxxv. 7) after the words, Men and beasts Thou wilt
preserve, O Lord, that which is special to man is added (verse 10}: In Thy
light we shall see light.”
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