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PREFACE

Ten years’ ago, when Taiwan was still under martial law,
universitics were obliged to have a course on Recent Chinese History.
For those teachers whose penchant was towards reuniting China, this
coursc began with the Opimm Wars (1839-43). Following this
humiliation, the call went out to build a new China on the basis of the
Three Principles of the People of Sun Yat-sen.

Lecturers inclined towards Taiwan independence began their
course with the cession of Taiwan to Japan in 1894-5. Here the emphasis
was on the distinctive traits of Taiwanese culture that had developed
during the years of separation from the mainiand.

Some teachers, however, adopted a cultural rather than a political
line and began their course in 1582 with the arrival of Matteo Ricel in
Macau and subsequent Sino-Western cultural exchanges. Their
emphasis was on cultural life and how Chinese culture was in fact
growing in Taiwan, hence students were encouraged 1o become involved
in Taiwanese society.

In contrast to its past profile the Church in Taiwan is now called
to adopt this practical line and move away from the mere formalities
that dominated our past and still bedevil the present.

Hence we wish to draw special attention to pastoral issues in
Taiwan today. Genoveva Chien’s article clarifies the relationships
between pastoral realisation, pastoral theology and practical theology.
Olivier Lardinois and Chang Ling-ling speak from practical pastoral
experience complemented by theological reflection. Of particular value
is Ms. Chang’s bibliography, which will be of use to parish catechetical
groups and pastoral workers, Jean Lefeuvre’s The First Simile presents a
model for explaining the faith to Taiwan's intellectuals.
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Taiwan’s Buddhist-Christian dialogue was initially based on
dialogue between Japanese Jesuits and Buddhists. Pastor Liu recounts
the efforts and fiuits of this encounter in the hope that we too can
implement Christian-Chinese (Taiwanese) Buddhist dialogue.

Aloysius Chang’s Christology of Life and Peter Hw’s Spirituality
of a Chinese Laity discuss Christology and Spiritnality from the point of
view of the New Confucianism that is widely accepted in intellectual
circles in Taiwan today. Thomas Chang’s Truth about the Cross is a
fine introduction to a theology of hope. Rooted in Christ’s passion and
death and drawing on church documents of Vatican II and later as well
as contemporary philosophical and theological writings, the article
cxpresses the fullness of Christian hope as a “being united with the risen
Christ in eternal life.”

Paul Pan’s Toward an Inculturational Concept of Contemplation
is a comparative study of key texis from both Western and Chingse
traditons of contemplation. Tt should be of particular relevance to the
process of inculutarion of Chrisitan spirituality. Given the long neglect
of historical material in Chinese on Ignatius in Taiwan, Teresa Hu's
Ignatius’ Concept of Mission deserves to be promoted among those
engaged in spiritual direction. The Eschatological Dimension in
Religious Life introduces the spirit of the cloistered life. It is a
translation made by a Carmelite sister in Taiwan. It is to be hoped that
this kind of spiritual life will flourish and bear more fruit in Taiwan.

Our opening article More Equal Bishop? is a reply by a Chinese
theclogian in Taiwan, Aloysius Chang, to a bishop, who is concurrently
rector of a seminary, in mainland China. As such it puts into reality the
role of the church in Taiwan as a bridge and, through dialogue, aims to
build up communion.



