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Preface

This is issue number 101 of our * Collectanea Theologica ” .
Both front and back covers are new and for this new
presentation we thank wholeheartedly a young Christian from
Singapore who will become a student of this theological school
next academic yvear. Ten issues of our Collectanea contain more
or less one million Chinese characters. So a hundred issues run
to ten million characters. In the past 25 years our writers and
translators, as they spoke about thecology, about the things of
God, have written many millions of Chinese words. This .fact
ocught to be seen as something beautiful in the history of our
Church. I take it for granted that all the writers and readers of
this theological guarterly feel a sense of gratitude towards the
good Lord for His guidance and protection so that during a
quarter of a century we could publish it regularly as one of the
indicators of the theologizing work done in the Catholic Church
in Taiwan. As its editor 1 thank especially all those who have
contributed to this publication and appeal strongly for their
further support.

Out of nine articles in the present issue three are
contributions from our professors. Fr. Al. B. Chang writes
about a new way of classifying the people of God. He tries to
make & breakthrough in the traditional classification (retained
by Vatican IT and the new Canon Law) based on the paradigm of
clergy and laity, which causes confusion with regard to
consecrated religious people, especically religicus women who
are usually not regarded as lay Christians, although canonically
they are. Fr. Chang proposes a new paradigm which makes the
great majority of the church the Chatholic laity the subject
body of the Church entrusted by the Lord with the mission of
evangelising the world and the human race. He therefore calls
the laity’s identity and ministry fundamental and that of the
other members of the church (the clergy and religious people)
specific, i.e. to help the laity and together with them to
accomplish the Lord’s mission of evangelising the world and the
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human race. A paragraph of the final section sounds like
this: * The paradigm of Vatican II has now become anachron-
istic and causes harm. What the Church’s life needs today is a
paradigm and classification which keeps in step with the
contemporary world. ”

The contribution of Fr. Peter Hu about the history of the
changes of Sacramentaliity in the Church reports on research
into present sacramental theology. It is presented in seven
stages: 1. Personal Sacramentality of Jesus himself; 2. Charisma-
tic Sacramentality (the Apostles’ preaching); 3. Communal
Sacramentality (second century and beginning of the third); 4.
Institutional Sacramentality (third to sixth centuries); 5.
Ritualistic Sacramentality (sixth century to the Middle Ages); 6.
Purified or Stabilized Ritual Sacramentality (Trent to Vatican
II); 7. Pluralistic Sacramentality {Vatican Il and after).

Y Mysticism and the Catholic Church” is a contribution of
Fr. Mark Chang which is based mainly on K. Rahner’s theology.
He tries to explain mystic experience with the help of
philosophy, -theology, psychology and the Church’s traditional
ascetic and mystical theories. The remaining six contributions
are all compositions of the students of either our graduate
school of Religious Studies or our theclogical school. The last
two items “ A Declaration Toward a Global Ethic” by Pastor
Chuang and “ The Reunificaton of Christians as Seen from the
Taize Community” by Miss Chien are noteworthy for their
ecumenical vision and spirit.



