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12 John C. H.Wu, Beyond East and West, p. 29.
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| Abstract |

The study of religious thought undertaken by the great 20th-century
Chinese Catholic Dr.John C.H. Wu does not rely on any sophisticated theoretical
framework. Consequently, it does not offer any systematic analysis, either.
What is offered, instead, is a view that arises from personal life experience.
“Joy” is for John Wu the leitmotif running through the Chinese traditions of
Confucianism, Taoism, and Buddhism. Sources of joy are the ardent love for
learning in Confucian thought, the leisurely appreciation of existence in Taoist
thought, and the perception of true nature by a clear heart in Buddhist thought.
“Love” is the deepest characteristic of God as experienced by John Wu. It is out
of love that God creates humankind and it is out of love that Christ volunteers
to suffer. It is out of love, too, that John Wu considers the thought of other
religions. He does not treat them as heresies. On the contrary, he considers
them as an expression of Christ’s spirit within Chinese culture. The whole of
humankind originates in God and constitutes one body. That is why it is only in
the love of Christ that all religions can enter into genuine dialogue and achieve
a common synthesis.
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