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St. Thomas Aquinas’ Reflection on
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Abstract: The situation of human origins (before Adam
sinned) is a very important topic in theology. Clearly
identifying the situation of human beginnings will not only
help us to understand Christ’s salvation and eschatology, it
can also enlighten us on other areas of Christian faith, like
Christian anthropology, Christian religious psychology,
Christian ecology, the theology of grace, etc. For example,
from an ecological perspective, if we try to repair the
damage that human beings have done to the condition of
the earth, it is first necessary to understand the idea God
had in mind in creating and managing it, because this is
the original standard and model for the situation of living
organisms.

Research into the origin of human beings is a very
important subject. But up to the present day theologians in
the Catholic Church in China have not given much attention
to it, nor put much work into it. This article is an attempt
to make up for that lack by exploring, in a methodical way,
the theological thinking of the great Catholic theologian St.

Thomas Aquinas on this matter.

Keywords: human origins, St. Thomas Aquinas, image of
God
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