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Abstract: This is a review of the short church history book &
written by the Jesuit historian Fr. Norman Tanner. The book

was written in English, has been translated into Italian, Spanish,

Slovenian, Polish, Japanese and Urdu, with a Chinese edig

hopefully forthcoming. This review highlights what is uniq&

about Fr. Tanner’s book and evaluates its contribution e

field of Church history.

Keywords: Church history, Catholic Church,&

ecumenical councils, Norman Tanner @
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a
) t%f history there is a Word that was not born written, that does
e flom man’s research, but is given to us by God and is witnessed first
of all witly'life and within life. A Word that acts in history and transforms it from
within.” Francis, Address to Participants at the meeting of the Association of
%ssors of Church History. F1525| 5 https://www.vaticannews.va/zht/pope/
n

\ /2019-01/pope-francis-italian-church-history-professors-audience.html.

€
f.*“The history of the Church is a place of encounter and comparison in
which the dialogue between God and humanity develops.” Francis, Address to the
% Members of the Pontifical Committee for Historical Sciences. T1XX 22 : https://

www.vaticannews.va/zht/pope/news/2022-05/pope-study-history-offer-
valuable-way-foster-peace.html.
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terature in Formation, 8.

iterature thus has to do, in one way or another, with our deepest desires in
this life, for on a profound level literature engages our concrete existence, with

its innate tensions, desires and meaningful experiences.” Francis, Letter on the

3 %@é@aﬁﬁﬁ» BT 625% - Cf. Francis, Letter on the Role of

Role of Literature in Formation, 6.
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6  “...reading a literary text places us in the position of ‘seeing through the eyes
of others,” thus gaining a breadth of perspective that broadens our humanity.”
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Francis, Letter on the Role of Literature in Formation, 34.
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