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Abstract: Thomas Aquinas inherited the legal tradition within &
Christian theology, a tradition that has existed since the

Old Testament and has become mainstream. He employe

concepts of “sin”’ and “punishment” to explain the maigﬁ@

of human life and their causes. In the Latin Church so sig%z‘ga; tly
influenced by the Roman Empire’s legal system, thi ition has

been even more firmly entrenched. Aquinas’ appréach was entirely

understandable within the context of his time. ¥ef,
under the cloak of “law,” Aquinas’ discourse compasses
profound ontological thoughts, elucide metaphysical
nature of “sin” and “punishmg?nt.’ is~deeply philosophical
methodology laid the foundati % the modernization of

contemporary theology, offe ore reasonably feasible

direction for those unacc to understanding Christian
faith from a legal perspec

Keywords: Thomas—Aquinas, sin, punishment, grace,

poena damni
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