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Abstract: This article discusses the speeches given by Archbish
Stanislaus Lokuang (1911-2004) during Vatican II. Lokuan

a contemporary thinker interested in developing distinctiv
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Archbishop Stanislaus Lokuang was an experienced diocesan.friest
who influenced various encyclicals on the development of the hierarchy
of the modern Church and played an essential role in Vatican It
His motto was In lumine tuo videmus lumen, which means/Tisthy~light

do we see light” (Ps 36:9).

1. Introduction

Archbishop Stanislaus Lokuang “participated actively in the
Second Vatican Council, delivering yarious~speeches on different
topics related to modern missiology. As a~dioeesan priest who later
became a bishop, he stood out~from most bishops who were members
of religious communities. As a~local_diocésan priest, who grew up
in the local culture, spoke the local langudge, and had close contact
with the local people; he/was as effective as missionaries belonging
to religious ordery in spreading ¢fi¢ message of the Holy Spirit for the
mission. His specches powerfully/showed the great potential of local

diocesan priests,in bringing newideas and perspectives to the missions.

Archpishop” Stanislaus Lokuang (&f5%), baptized as Stanislaus
(B2 % 7 #5) and styled Dayi (B3 26), played a significant role in
pdst-Vatican 11 missionary thinking. He served God and the Church
for 68 years~as\a priest and 42 years as a bishop. He was born in
Qing-dynasty/China on 1* January 1911 in Hengyang (#[5), currently
a city offthi€ Hunan province (1  #). He came from a Catholic family
and went to Rome to study in 1930, where he was ordained as a priest
in 1936. He obtained doctoral degrees in philosophy and theology

from the Pontifical Urban University and a doctorate in canon law
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from the Pontifical Lateran University. During his career, Archbishgp
Lokuang served as an adviser to the Ambassador to the Holy Seg~and
participated in all four sessions of the Second Vatican Council after
being consecrated as the Bishop of Tainan by Pope John XXIT¥Fin}961
He played a significant role during the Second Vatican Council. He
advocated for integrating Catholic faith into Chinese culfure and ‘pusied
for the recognition of his Christian philosophical and-psychological
view of human nature. He demonstrated a mor¢ contextual approach
to theology, taking into consideration the specific cultural and social

context in which the faith was being practiced.

2. Contributions and Achiévements

This section discusses the contributions’ and achievements of
Lokuang, who played asignificant role in promoting religious freedom.
His key contribution/ was the specification of the concept of religious

freedom, which wag later included in the Vatican II Declaration on

Taipei frony Pebruary 1551966, to August 5, 1978, and passed away
on Februaiy\28,2004. His ftheological work and active participation
in the Second Vatican Council were his most notable achievements.
Arghbishop Lokuang-believed Vatican II was important because it
provided-a platform for him to share his Sino-Christian philosophical
thinking, particularly his insights on mission. The pastoral practice
of many priests in many cultures has often been seen as foreign and
ymposed.~In the statement he made at Vatican II, Archbishop Lokuang
Complained about the traditional method of evangelization used by

missionaries, which involved imposing foreign ideas on local cultures
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to the extent that it would be hard for lay believers to underst

message of Jesus.! He emphasized that principles about

ought to be adapted to different cultures to facilitate

evangelization.

3. Lokuang’s Impact on the Missiona spect of

oming encyclical Ecclesiam Suam
promulgated by| Pope Paul VI on 6™ August 1964, the Dogmatic

Lumen Gentium promulgated

Cf us scholasticus quidem alienus est intelligentiae populorum
nostrorum; attamen nonne modus pastoralis, propugnatus a pluribus Patribus
alienus habetur pro intelligentia nostrarum gentium?” Exc.Mus P. D.
Stanislaus Lokuang, in Second Vatican Council, Acta Synodalia Sacrosancti
Concilii Oecumenici Vaticani II, vol. 1/3 (Vatican City: Typis Polyglottis
Vaticanis, 1971), p. 341.
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ground and adapting the message of Jesus to modern society and dive
cultural perspectives. Archbishop Lokuang’s many years of experi

as a pastor whose mission was to spread the Gospel help shaped t

relation to God the Father and his relation to is brothers are so
linked together that Scriptu

know God” (1 Jn 4:8).

s not love does not

No foundation therefore-remains for any theory or practice that leads

to discrimination petween man and man or people and people, so far

as their human dighity and the rights flowing from it are concerned.

ad imaginem Dei creatos, fraterne nos gerere renuimus. Habitudo hominis ad
Deum Patrem et habitudo hominis ad homines fratres adeo connectuntur, ut
criptura dicat: ‘qui non diligit, non novit Deum’ (1 Io 4,8). Fundamentum
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The Greek text of 1 Pet 2:12 is as follows: “tv dvaoct
VUGV v Toig Eveotv Eyovieg kKalyv, va &v @ koTahoAoDoty HRAV Mg

KOKOTOL®V €K TOV KOADV Epyov énontedovieg 60&acmaty Tov O

11, emphasizing that the ecumenical
principles of faith and the truth of @el

f employing one or

only a small concern.*

mfibus hominibus pacem habeant, ita ut vere sint filii Patris qui
{ Second Vatican Council, Nostra Aetate, 5.

nobls parum interest sive unus modus sive alter modus culturae ocmdentahs
onitur. Nobis vero interest ut veritas revelationis clare et integre affirmetur
in Concilio Oecumenico et postea a nobis bene intellecta modo debito tradatur
nostris populis.” Lokuang, in Second Vatican Council, Acta Synodalia, vol. 1/3,
p. 341.
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of faith should be passed on to new believers or Christians was ech
in the encyclical Ecclesiam Suam: “We must bear in mind the 1
situation in which human society today finds itself. Our task is to se
society.”® The Church ought to be open-minded and alloy the

Spirit to transform the way she thinks and acts.

4. Lokuang the Profound Christian Philosophi hinker

on the Aspect of the Liturgy

Archbishop Lokuang was not only a

for the missions but also that for the liturgy: always asked what

modern Catholicism ought to bglike and how it should be expressed.

Archbishop
Fa

sent J

s ignorare, quo loco sit hodie hominum communitas, ad quam
admovetur.” Paul VI, Ecclesiam Suam, 5.

k 16:16.
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saying: “Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, bap

them in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy

more accessible and intelligible for people in di

cultures.

In order to achieve this goal,

the use of the local language in (@y

complex!® for Chinese

atpy out the liturgy in the local

Mt 28:19420.
10 In gaying/that the liturgy was too complex for the Chinese people, Lokuang did
not mean that Asian people were not as smart as Westerners. What he meant
that the liturgy should be better adapted to the Chinese culture. Lokuang’s
thinking was based on a new way of missionary thinking.
This missionary zeal is mentioned in the Apostolic letter Maximum Ilud
On the Propagation of the Faith Throughout the World promulgated
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For Lokuang, one solution to best spread the faith would be to swi
from using Latin to using the local language in liturgical celebr:

or daily prayers so that the people of God could fully participa

approach to pastoral theology was somethi

deeply about.

Archbishop Lokuang enjoy
Council Fathers at Vatican 1I. He beli¢ resh interpretation of

Biblical teachings wou Christians especially in Asia to better

1

ike his model, the Lord Jesus, the good

by Pope Benedic in 1919:
missionary burr i
is emissary of Jesus Christ from fulfilling the

is none. This man, who has attained great favour

et, even a dreadful déath — he will gladly accept them all, as long as there

ght charice that he can free even one soul from the jaws of hell.”

habetur pro seminaristis europaeis vel americanis quam pro nostris seminaristis.”
Lokuang, in Second Vatican Council, Acta Synodalia, vol. 1/2 (Vatican City:
Typis Polyglottis Vaticanis, 1970), p. 541.
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Lokuang had
its growth

J. Priest and Brian M Howell, “Introduction: Theme Issue on
) vin Missions,” Missiology 41, no. 2 (2103): 124-129; Bryce Norton,

“Changing our Prayer Behaviors through Short-Term Missions,” Missiology 40,

(2012): 329-341; Lierin Probasco, “Giving Time, Not Money: Long-Term

pacts of Short-Term Mission Trips,” Missiology 41, no. 2 (2103): 202-224.

16  “From 2000 to 2022, the global Christian population increased by 1.18%

annually, with Pentecostals/Charismatics seeing the highest annual growth
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6. Lokuang and the Holy Spirit on the Holy Bible and
Laity

the earth for the glory of God the Father, to ena

His saving redemption.”!’

ans (0.53%). In 2050, Roman Catholics are projected
ost populous Christian tradition (1.5 billion), followed by

3-3-billion-by-2050/#:~:text=There%20will%20be%200ver%202.6,at%20
Gordon%20Conwell%20Theological%20Seminary.
ius VI, Apostolicam Actuositatem, 2.
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teaching, sanctifying, and ruling in His name and power. But t

likewise share in the priestly, prophetic, and royal office of t and
therefore have their own share in the mission of the whole p f
God in the Church and in the world.'®

His ideas also influenced the formation

Constitution on the Church Lumen Gentium, the

defines several essential aspects of the Catholi

[The laity] live in the ordinary cibcu and social life,

from which the very web of their’exi hey are called

others, especially by the testi resplendent in faith, hope
and charity."

Archbishop ]
bring back the

exercise of thi

of Catholics towards non-Christians must start from
at comes from a universal love in the sense of a divine

e and love. Every religion has some doctrinal and moral

19 Second Vatican Council, Lumen Gentium, 31.
0 Pius VI, 4postolicam Actuositatem, 3.
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elements that are good and true. They can lead us astray from trye
faith, but we can also use them to preach the word of Christ. In almdst
all religions we find the concept of a supreme God and of vengea

under moral commandments and divine worship. There

proclaim this

fundamental principle here in this (@ncil.

We see a strong connection between Loku: speech and the

21 “Habitudo catholicor jstiznos alia non potest esse nisi caritas, quae
sensus aestimationis et\amoris-eemmeéndat. Nam in unaquaque religione adsunt

neque/debemus co I d Iii nafe omnes religiones totas esse malas vel superstitiosas,
ondernare mores et traditiones populorum non christianorum.

NostraAetate (Latin which means “In Our Time”) is an official declaration about
the relationship between the Catholic Church and the non-Christian religions.
This declaration was promulgated on 28 October 1965 by Pope Paul VI.
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many aspects from the ones she holds and sets forth, nonefhe
often reflect a ray of that Truth which enlightens all men. Indeed, she
proclaims, and ever must proclaim Christ “the way, the truth;e

life” (Jn 14:6), in whom men may find the fullness of,

are powerful words which demo@ate

traditional concept of how missionary

Archbishop Lokuang’
Spirit can very clearly be seen

religions:

the customs,
Catholic

omnes homines. Annuntiat vero et annuntiare tenetur indesinenter Christum,

i.est ‘via et veritas et vita’ (Io 14,6), in quo homines plenitudinem vitae
religiosae inveniunt, in quo Deus omnia Sibi reconciliavit.” Second Vatican
Council, Nostra Aetate, 2.

4 “Cum iis igitur non christianis, qui alias religiones profitentur, caritas Christi

in modo colloquendi catholicorum elucescat oportet ita ut aestimatio ac
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According to Lokuang, missionaries should adopt a new way
thinking, be a good disciple of Jesus and follow his example. Lo

emphasized that non-Christians should not be looked down upo

life, or religion.” O

Archbishop Lokuang also made the follo g at the Second

Vatican Council:

who are“wise teachers in all fields of knowledge. We must, therefore,

honor @r{ et traditionibus eorum significetur atque omnia bona in eorum
igionibus et praeceptis moralibus cognoscantur. Studeant missionarii
i religiones et philosophias ethnicorum ut annuntiatio evangelii Christi
eorum ‘mentibus adaptetur et cultura christiana elementa nativa assumat.”
Lokuang, in Second Vatican Council, Acta Synodalia, vol. 111/2, p. 799.
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preach the Gospel not only in the countryside among the farme
also among the teachers of the people, as Jesus Christ hi

St. Paul® did this with great success...?

which people encounter daily. He@id: “A
life: New Christians must live socially

under faith and moral laws. Therefore, the of the social life of

25 ¢ ] or teacher, appeared 56 times

¢ knowledge and also act on that knowledge.
, 018dokmv in Rom 2:21, d1ddokw in 1 Cor

~Ante omnia, haec activitas, requiritur pro preparatione, seu
rzatione gentilium ad audiendam praedicationem Evangelii....
anta saecula praedicationis Evangelii in Asia, doctrina christiana

ruribus apud agricolas, sed etiam apud doctores populi, sicut Ipse Iesus Christus
Paulus, hoc fecerunt cum magno fructu...” Lokuang, in Second Vatican
Council, Acta Synodalia, vol. 111/6 (Vatican City: Typis Polyglottis Vaticanis,
1975), p. 235.
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Christians in the missions must correspond to the demands of both lo

culture and evangelical truth.”?’

and reverently lay bare the seeds of the

their fellows.?

7. Lokuang’s Idea about Missio rit

Archbishop Lokuang’s beliefs and ideas were reflected in his

27 i itac socialis: neo-christiani socialiter vivere cum

ynodalia, vol. 111/6, p. 423.
bled bishops by a vote of 2,394 to 5, it was promulgated by

ipsi hoc testimonium Christi fructuose dare possint, cum illis hominibus
jone et caritate iungantur, se ut membra coetus hominum inter quos
vivunt ‘agnoscant, et in vita culturali et sociali partem habeant per varia
humanae vitae commercia et negotia; familiares sint cum eorum traditionibus
nationalibus et religiosis; laete et reverenter detegant semina Verbi in eis
atentia.” Second Vatican Council, Ad Gentes, 11.
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of Christ’s life and his second coming to human des

to explore God’s plan for the Church and carefully cons

intersection of classical theology and modern persp

We can also find Lokuang’s thinking in\the Dogmatic Constitution
Lumen Gentium: O

All men are called to belong to the new people of God. Wherefore this

in initio condidit unam, filiosque suos, qui erant dispersi, in unum tandem
gregare statuit. Ad hoc enim misit Deus Filium suum, quem constituit
heredem universorum, ut sit Magister, Rex et Sacerdos omnium, Caput novi
et universalis populi filiorum Dei. Ad hoc tandem misit Deus Spiritum Filii
sui, Dominum et Vivificantem, qui pro tota Ecclesia et singulis universisque
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Note that Lumen Gentium says, “All men are called to belo

a. (transitive, by extension) 1 inve
especially God) O

b. (transitive, by extension)lsummon, co , call together.?!

\epede/ntibus pringipium est congregationis et unitatis in doctrina Apostolorum et
commuaierie,fractione panis et orationibus.” Second Vatican Council, Lumen

on its Latin root word, “vocation” means a particular person is called to
serve in the Church as a priest or religious. In a more general sense, it can also
refer to cases in which a person is called to a specific service that is important
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Many lay people have to work secretly after the dissolutio

Catholic associations and the forced departure of their

n national traditions. They must be acquainted with this
y must heal it and preserve it; they must develop it in

“p@teﬁe&q discessum coactum eorum pastorum viriliter et constanter laborant
in silentio ac in sacrifcio ad defensionem et conservationem fidei confratrum in
isto. Multi ex ipsis carcerem adiderunt et vitam pro Christo dederunt. Vere
digni sunt ipsi laude Patrum conciliarium et mentione in schemate de apostolatu
laicorum. Ipsi enim constituunt testimonium de efficacitate apostolatus laicorum
et gloriam et exemplum.” Lokuang, in Second Vatican Council, Acta Synodalia,
vol. I11/4 (Vatican City: Typis Polyglottis Vaticanis, 1974), p. 134.

[ 127 |



Theology Annual 44 (2023)

accordance with modern conditions, and finally perfect it in Chrj
so that the Faith of Christ and the life of the Church are no lg '\5"
foreign to the society in which they live, but begin to permeate a

c

transform it.**

8. Conclusion

psi cognoscere hanc culturam, eam sanare et servare, secundum
iones recentes evolvere, et tandem in Christo perficere debent, ut fides
Christivet vita Ecclesiae societati, in qua vivunt, iam non sit extranea, sed eam
permeare et transformare incipiat.” Second Vatican Council, Ad Gentes, 21.
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reflections significantly influenced the documents of the Second V

to the encyclicals.

We can focus on three points:

and appreciate his unique perspective and contributions to

elopment of the Church.
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A third idea could be to explore the impact of Archbis
Lokuang’s ideas and teachings beyond Vatican II. This could i
discussing how his insights and perspectives influence contempora
theology and mission work, particularly in the Church’s

with Asian cultures and communities in China.




