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Incarnation in World Religions:
From Deus absconditus to Deus revelatus—
Deus absconditus of Fang Dongmei as a
Starting Point for Discussion
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Abstract: This article uses Deus absconditus-—the concept
which lies at the highest level in Fang Dongmei’s “Correlative
Structure of Men and the World"— as a starting point, and
attempts to show that major religions and cultures in the
East as well as the West agree on Deus absconditus being
the common origin, even though he does not belong to the
human world, and in theory, cannot be comprehended by
human beings. Yet, this provides sufficient basis for dialogue
between major religions and cultures in the world today.
This article follows Fang Dongmei’s line of thought and
agrees with his basic judgment that the worldview, outlook
on life and values of the major religions and cultures are
essentially similar. In addition, it explores the concept of
Deus revelatus, a concept which affirms the essential dignity
of human beings as originating from the divine, the essence
of being human, and the ultimate purpose of being human.
Thus, to be human—to be authentically human—is to be in

accord with one’s own human nature, that is, to be like God.

Keywords: Incarnation, Deus absconditus, Deus revelatus
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