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Foreword

The theme of our College’s year-long  celebration of its
50" anniversary from 3™ October 2020 to 2" October 2021 was

Lt}

“Calling and Response.” Holy /Spirit Seminary College was

established in 1970 with the goal of providing philosophical and

theological training to men preparing for the priesthood. Half a

century later, the majority of its students are lay. The college has

witnessed how an in¢reasingly wider group of Catholic Christians
s

have become aware of God’s call for them to know Him in greater

depth and have responded positively to it.

In Genesis, God'called man to “fill the earth and subdue it”
(Gen 1:28). But our first parents succumbed to the sin of pride and
responded with disobedience. The article titled “Thomas Aquinas’
Reflection on the First Sin” by Fr. Geng Zhanhe, professor of
theology at Holy Spirit Seminary College, guides us on how the
Angelic Doctor evaluates the event of the Great Fall—an event

which has changed the course of the history of mankind.
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“Sin creates a proclivity to sin” (CCC 1865). In the article
“St. Thomas Aquinas on Evil: The Fundamental Structure of the
Theory of Sins,” Dr. Wang Tao, professor of philosophy at Holy Spirit
Seminary College, discusses the concept of capital sins as presented
by the famous Dominican Scholastic, who is arguably the most

influential Catholic theologian of all time.

Another possibly most influential theologian of all time would
be Augustine of Hippo. He went from Africa to Italy) for better
career opportunities, but in Milan he responded to God calling him
to give up “debauchery and licentiousness” and “put on the Lord
Jesus Christ” (Rom 13:13-14). Thenceforth he devoted his life to
preaching the Word of God rather than to the pursuit of his own goals.
The article titled “Destroying the Ship-Wrecking Rocks of Scylla:
Augustine’s Anti-Arian Corpus” by Dr. Julia Cheung, professor of
theology at Holy Spirit Seminary College, illustrates Augustine’s
determination to refute the heresy which undermines the divinity of
Him “who in every réspect has been tempted as we are, yet without

sin” (Heb 4:15).

Yet, Christ’s teaching is not easy to swallow. Developing an
inculturated theology is therefore of utmost importance in enabling
those who would have considered the message of the cross as “folly”
to instead appreciate it as “the power of God” (cf. 1 Cor 1:18). “The
‘Ideal Religion’ of Fang Dongmei and Its Message for Inculturation,”
contributed by Dr. Zhang Rongfang, professor of theology at Holy
Spirit | Seminary College, evaluates the usefulness of Huayan
Buddhism in helping to interpret Christianity in the Chinese cultural

context.
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Foreword

God has called us to cultivate the garden of theology. May we
respond with humility rather than pride, be faithful to our vocation
rather than succumb to sin, work assiduously to refute all heresies,
and help build the Kingdom of God at this very time and in this very

place.

Julia Cheung
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