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Abstract: This article begins with a preliminary analysis
of the theme of Qoheleth, “vanity of vanities™ and provides
a general observation of the usage of the keyword 933
in the whole book. By summarizing three different ways of
interpreting Qoh 3. 135k resulting from three different under-
standings of its verb (¥R} and its direct object (A773), and
then by comparing Qoh 3:1-15 with Qoh 1:3-11, the article
provides an interpretation for Qoh 3:15b. Finally, with
Qoh 3:15b as a key, the article sums up the divine-human
relationship expressed by Qoheleth, and examines how this
belfef helps the awthor fo live through a world of vanity with

hope.
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... and God seeks the pursued.

K(ﬁ(g@j@&mioa&dﬂw

... and God requireth that which
is past.

Wﬁg James Version
V)

And God reguires an account of
what is past.

Revised Standard Version (RSV)

... and God seeks what has been
driven away.

New Revised Standard Version
(NRSV)

... and God seeks out what
has gone by / what is pursued.

Revised English Bible (REB)

... with God summoning each
event back in its turn,

New American Bible (NAB)

... and God restores what would
otherwise be displaced.

The Jerusalem Bible (JB)

... yet God cares for the
persecuted.

New Jerusalem Bible (NJB)

... God secks out anyone who 1s
persecuted.

New International Version (NIV)

... and God will call the past o
account / God calls back the
past.
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