Abstract: K. Rahner presents two basic types of
Christology,  historical  Christology  and  metaphysical
Christology, which are indispensable and complementary
to each other. Rahner is of the opinion that metaphysical
Christology should be formulated in connection with a
transcendental anthropology according to the ranscendental

Thomism promoted by Joseph Maréchal,

In accordance with Thomistic epistemology, the human
mind knows evervthing under the notion of being. Hence,
Thomas affirms that humans implicitly know God, being as
such, in everything they know, just as they implicitly desire
God, the source of goadness, in whatever good they desire
(Dever. 22, 2ad 1 ).
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Rahner views this transcendental orientation as the
most basic aspect of human natwre. Rahner understands
man's  self~transcendence as dependemi on God's self-
commumnication, which is at once the goal as well as the
source and dynamism of Iunan transcendence. Salvation
history consists in this divine-human interplay which in itself
could proceed indefinitely without ever reaching a particular
goal, According 1o Christian revelation, however, Rahner
points to the mystery of the Incarnation as the summit of
divine-human encounter, in which God's self-communication
and man'’s self-franscendence arrive at the highest point. For
Rahner, the mystery of the Incarnation is consummaied in
thr deatth and resurvection of Jesus. For this reason, Rahner
presents the Incarnation, along with the Paschal mystery, as
God s unsurpassable and irreversible self-pledge in salvation

history.

The  metaphyvsical,  transcendental appr@c (&

Christology is no doubt Rahner’s speciabyon %
Christology. In this paper, however, | .?ha% i

a summary account of Rahner odelt to

Christology.
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I Karl Rahner, Foundmions of Cheistian Faith: An Introduction to the ldea of
Christianity, trans, William Dych (New York: Crossroad, 1978), pp. 176-321. EA
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Karl Rahner, “The Two Basic Types of Chrstology™ in Idem, Theological
Investigations, vol. 13 (London: DLT. 1975), pp. 213-223. Theological
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63 FCF, p. 240: “A

ive grasp of the historical grounds of faith takes HA - 2rmEgRE : EFElbEnmEl - S8

place only aith itself in grace and in freedom™. S . i & L S ; MO
n. 'Jm & s¢l¥es into the structure of their faith and can by all L Fﬁj il - HE%EH{M Ll ﬁg'l}t L. rﬁﬁﬁﬁ ; ﬂﬁ -“ ﬁ{ﬂb{iﬁﬁf
: s Sy i, and correctly, that because Christ is risen, [ believe™. O R EE R RSN BB R B e

¥ A7 pi 245-346.
GO\ RCF, pp. 247-249.
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/0 Karl Rahner, *On the Theology of the Incarnation™, T7, vol. 4, p. 117: “Christology
is the end and beginning of anthropology. And this anthropology. when most
thoroughly realized in Christology, is eternally theology™.
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