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issue of)| Theology Annual, the scholarly publication of

hina), contains four substantial articles that span the whole

X ime lag of Jewish-Christian faith in human history (from the time of
King David to the recent death of Archbishop Luo Kuang in 2004)
@ as well as the wide expanse of the largest continent on earth, i.e. the

whole of Asia (from Jerusalem in westernmost Palestine to Taipei in

easternmost Taiwan). Two of the four articles are by young Chinese
& g& lady scholars and two by middle-aged clerics, a Chinese diocesan priest

and an Italian missionary.

o X
X In “Bathsheba: A Seductress? A Faithful Reading of 2 Sam 11-12”,
Miss Lisa Hui, a Sacred Scripture professor at Holy Spirit Seminary
% College, studies the validity of the frequently expressed view that

Bathsheba, the wife of Uriah the Hittite, took an active part, if not the

initiative, in her affair with King David. She finds this validity wanting.

X Such a conclusion is the fruit of wide research of contemporary
@ exegetical views of 2 Sam 11-12. The problem is dealt with by means of

a variety of hermeneutical instruments: philological analysis, narrative
and reader-response criticism, keen awareness of hermeneutical

[iv | [v]
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implications of gender, and precious insights into women’s physiology
and psychology. We are warned to beware of the pitfall of filling in with
subjective points of view the silences of the narrator. However, towards
the end of the article, a supposed bias of the inspired narrator in favour
of the male protagonist David and to the disadvantage of the female
victim is perceived by the author, who deduces it from a narrative

“silence” interpreted as “suppression” of narrative material.

In “Ritual, Medical, Nuptial Purification, a Metaphor of
Forgiveness of Sins by Jesus of Nazareth, in Matt 8-9 as Seen from the
Perspective of Matt 9,14-17”, Fr. Lanfranco M. Fedrigotti SDB, also
a Sacred Scripture professor at Holy Spirit Seminary College, makes
a contextual study of Matt 8-9. By paying particular attention to the
cultural background of what is described as taking place and being said,

he finds that these two chapters of the Gospel according to Matthew

are permeated through and through by what he calls a “purificati
concern”. This concern functions, whether in literal or metaphorica
terms, at different levels: ritual, medical, nuptial, and, mo@i antly,

God who has become the Son of m

at the real level of spiritual purification broughtabout( by faith e
good news of God’s readiness to forgive sins in Jes%‘ t, the-Son of

In “The Religious Thought . , Dr. Lam Suet Pik,

an Assistant Director of the Holy eminary College Library,

begins by giving
father and

| vi |

)

From the Editor
namely, the fundamental human realities of joy an y. Th
he saw specified as love of learning (especia a to\be g

people) in Confucius and Menciu cation with

Tao Nature in Laozi and Zhua% i,\a f life in the world

strong in

be ie

B etaphysical depth because it absorbed the Tao spirit!)
Con activism and Taoist non-ado are both essential dimensions of

an integrated personality that ideally develops from a Confucian youth
to a Taoist old age. China’s Confucianism-Taoism-Buddhism is a tripod
that can well support the Christian faith, just as in the West the Gospel
of Jesus Christ found in the thought of a Socrates and a Cicero valuable
forms of expression. In Beyond East and West, John Wu begins Chapter
12 (“The Religions of China”) saying beautifully: “I often think of
myself as a Magus from China who lays before the Divine Infant in
the arms of the Blessed Virgin the gold of Confucianism, the musk of
Taoism, and the frankincense of Buddhism. At a single touch by His
hands, whatever is false in them is purified, and whatever is genuine
is transmuted into supernatural values”. The same Chinese tripod
finds a resting place in the life and thought of the Little Flower, St.
Thérése of Lisieux (of the Child Jesus), Lady Doctor of the Science
of Love. Christian love goes beyond the limited horizon of Chinese
loyalty to family and clan, unveils the inadequacy of marital polygamy,
and transcends the East-West opposition, to unite all human beings in

Jesus Christ, the Infinite God in finiteness, the supreme reconciliation

| vii |
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of Infinite and finite in a union in which Infinite and finite preserve
their identity. The article ends mentioning the “trial of faith” John Wu
underwent when an article of his was refused publication by the Hong
Kong Diocesan Catholic weekly Kung Kao Po. PIME Father Nicola
Maestrini records thus John’s reaction: “[...H]is pride as a scholar
had been deeply wounded, and he felt terribly hurt. Even though I
endeavored to pacify him, he kept on raging and finally said, ‘If this
is the position of the Catholic Church towards my writings, then I will

have to review my own position toward the Catholic Church’. [...]

After about two hours, God’s grace won. John knelt down in front of

me, right in his bedroom where we always had our conversations and
said, ‘Fr. Nicholas, I know I am a sinner. Forgive me. I want to make my

confession now!’ From that day on, John’s faith never wavered again.”
y on,

In ““With our human existence for ever bathing in spiritual light,

with the eye seeing the light, the heart rejoices’. A Presentation of t

‘spirituality of life’ of Archbishop Luo Kuang”, Fr. Edward Chau,

and English works), but also on wo at the indefatigable Chinese

ublish until his death. In his article, Fr.
ang’s precious suggestions on how to
¢ way well-known traditional Christian concepts.

example, the classical tripartite structure of spiritual theology

| viii |

From the Editor

attain holiness, synthesize
God Search, 2. Go the He . Marvel of the Cross, 4. Mystery of
the Mass f Life, 6. Wondrous Work of the Holy Spirit, 7.
Day.

¢ excursus through Sacred History and Geography offered

@eology Annual 32 bear fruits of wisdom and love to all readers.
od bless!

Fr. Lanfranco M. Fedrigotti SDB
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