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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Consecrated Life,

hom Lord
faith/(cf. Lk

like yourselves, is

I am writing to you as the Successor of Peter, t

1 SIStCY

entrusted the task of confirming his brother

22:32). But I am also writing to you as-a

consecrated to God. ©
Together let us thank Fath&\

Y9

o-talled us to follow Jesus by fully

embracing the Gospel-and se ¢ Church, and poured into our hearts
the Holy Spiri squrce of our joy and our witness to God’s love and
mercy before theworld:

5eTo Tequests from many of you and from the Congregation for
onsecrated Life and for Societies of Apostolic Life, I decided to

roclaim a Year of Consecrated Life on the occasion of the fiftieth anniversary of the
Dogmatic Constitution on the Church Lumen Gentium, which speaks of religious in
its sixth chapter, and of the Decree Perfectae Caritatis on the renewal of religious life.
The Year will begin on 30 November 2014, the First Sunday of Advent, and
conclude with the Feast of the Presentation of Jesus in the Temple on 2 February 2016.

After consultation with the Congregation for Institutes of Consecrated
Life and for Societies of Apostolic Life, I have chosen as the aims of this Year
the same ones which Saint John Paul II proposed to the whole Church at the
beginning of the third millennium, reiterating, in a certain sense, what he had
earlier written in the Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation Vim Consecrata:
“You have not only a glorious history to remember and to recount, but also a
great history still to be accomplished! Look to the future, where the Spirit is

sending you in order to do even greater things” (No. 110).
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I. AIMS OF THE YEAR OF CONSECRATED LIF

1. The first of these aims is 2o look to the past with gratitu. | our
Institutes are heir to a history rich in charisms t rigins we/see the
hand of God who, in his Spirit, calls ce % s to follow Christ
more closely, to translate the Gospel p

03 -r ular way of life, to read

ographic and cultural contexts, and giving

the signs of the times with
needs of the Church. This 1

engaging new members in new

rise to new ways, of e ing the charism, new initiatives and expressions of

apostoli¢ charity\ \Like the seed which becomes a tree, each Institute grew
tched out its branches.

uring this Year, it would be appropriate for each charismatic family

X reflect on its origins and history, in order to thank God who grants the

Church a variety of gifts which embellish her and equip her for every good

work (cf. Lumen Gentium, 12).

Recounting our history is essential for preserving our identity, for
strengthening our unity as a family and our common sense of belonging.
More than an exercise in archacology or the cultivation of mere nostalgia, it
calls for following in the footsteps of past generations in order to grasp the
high ideals, and the vision and values which inspired them, beginning with
the founders and foundresses and the first communities. In this way we
come to see how the charism has been lived over the years, the creativity it has
sparked, the difficulties it encountered and the concrete ways those difficulties
were surmounted. We may also encounter cases of inconsistency, the result
of human weakness and even at times a neglect of some essential aspects of

the charism. Yet everything proves instructive and, taken as a whole, acts as a
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summons to conversion. To tell our story is to praise God and to thank him
for all his gifts.
In a particular way we give thanks to Godhfc 1fty yeats which

followed the Second Vatican Counci nci esented a “breath”
of the Holy Spirit upon the whol&X @co equence, consecrated life
undertook a fruitful journeéy of rene 7 for all its lights and shadows,
has been a time of grace, marked by #ie presence of the Spirit.

nsecrated Life also be an occasion for confessing
nfidence in the God who is Love (cf. 1 /7 4:8), our
to experience the Lord’s merciful love. May this

own_wi i
& ar e an occasion for bearing vigorous and joyful witness before
% orld to the holiness and vitality present in so many of those called to
low Jesus in the consecrated life.

2. This Year also calls us to live the present with passion. Grateful
% remembrance of the past leads us, as we listen attentively to what the Holy

Spirit is saying to the Church today, to implement ever more fully the

essential aspects of our consecrated life.

From the beginnings of monasticism to the “new communities” of our
own time, every form of consecrated life has been born of the Spirit’s call to
follow Jesus as the Gospel teaches (cf. Perfectae Caritatis, 2). For the various
founders and foundresses, the Gospel was the absolute rule, whereas every
other rule was meant merely to be an expression of the Gospel and a means
of living the Gospel to the full. For them, the ideal was Christ; they sought
to be interiorly united to him and thus to be able to say with Saint Paul: “For
to me to live is Christ” (Phil 1:21). Their vows were intended as a concrete

expression of this passionate love.



fEE—4Fr > RAMER B Oy bR > M The question we have to ask ourselves during this Year is if and how

anfar AR S PR BB AL - AR A IR B A we too are open to being challenged by the Gospel; the Gospel
EEIE T 2RMEMLERFET] - fBE is truly the “manual” for our daily living and thé/desisions\we ayg called
A BRI - BORBUS AN IE B AT o B AR to make. The Gospel is demanding: it denfatds t0 ved radically and
FORAAR (R it s R E ) - R sincerely. It is not enough to re@i h the reading and study
SE AR E MR A (B R A P 4 B AR AR of Scripture is essential), por is it ‘ o meditate on it (which we do
) o HREREOR IR E AR & > AR RS 7E TR 1Y joyfully each day). Jesus % ice it, to put his words into effect
AR B o in our lives.

PR RMER A C - HRREE IR e Once agﬁ%we to ask ourselves: Is Jesus really our first and only
T AN E— R G 2 AN A B A EE IR - AR love, a§ (we>promised he/ would be when we professed our vows? Only
WUCET N o FUA MR ME— B R > A A RE S oA ¢ be empowered to love, in truth and mercy, every person

DEIMZEL EE > S5 MEMESIHA -

IR By FoAM Er A HE ok 2258 2| B ) B AN E I8 o Xﬂ practice of love. We will be able to love because we have his own
ERAA THUR L > A HESE o @ heart.

crosses our path. For we will have learned from Jesus the meaning

A et g BE - = THNER B O Our founders and foundresses shared in Jesus’ own compassion when

o E A B RN WA W ERE - AR R he saw the crowds who were like sheep without a shepherd. Like Jesus,
ik —KE > AR 090 5l S At 28 4 10 B Of who compassionately spoke his gracious word, healed the sick, gave bread
WA BRI AEY > it B2 to the hungry and offered his own life in sacrifice, so our founders and
T By e A g > DURE R 7N ik foundresses sought in different ways to be the service of all those to whom
w ¥ % R the Spirit sent them. They did so by their prayers of intercession, their

2 RS preaching of the Gospel, their works of catechesis, education, their service

o nP LR F|FF £ to the poor and the infirm... The creativity of charity is boundless; it is

5 4 B A SO AL AN AL B A4 able to find countless new ways of bringing the newness of the Gospel to

every culture and every corner of society.

GAEPRELIRAM > A TR RS R The Year of Consecrated Life challenges us to examine our fidelity to
M o A BIERTS - TAEFEGAE > the mission entrusted to us. Are our ministries, our works and our presence

10 11
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es? Are

consonant with what the Spirit asked of our founders and foundr
they suitable for carrying out today, in society and the rch; e same
ministries and works? Do we have the same passidi Tor\oux \peopls, jare we
close to them to the point of sharing in thefr\joys a@ rows, thus truly

o

understanding their needs and kel d to them? “The same

generosity and self-sacrificexwhich founders — Saint John Paul

are constantlyfein

charactef< It is up\to yo
o @e coming of Christ’s Kingdom in its fullness”.!
@hng our origins sheds light on yet another aspect of consecrated life.
ur founders and foundresses were attracted by the unity of the Apostles
with Christ and by the fellowship which marked the first community in
@ Jerusalem. In establishing their own communities, each of them sought to
replicate those models of evangelical living, to be of one heart and one soul,

and to rejoice in the Lord’s presence (cf. Perfectae Caritatis, 15).

Living the present with passion means becoming “experts in communion”,
“witnesses and architects of the ‘plan for unity’ which is the crowning point
of human history in God’s design”.? In a polarized society, where different
cultures experience difficulty in living alongside one another, where the

powerless encounter oppression, where inequality abounds, we are called to

1 Apostolic Letter to the Religious of Latin America on the occasion of the Fifth Centenary of
the Evangelization of the New World Los caminos del Evangelio (29 June 1990), 26.

2 SACRED CONGREGATION FOR RELIGIOUS AND SECULAR INSTITUTES,
Religious and Human Promotion (12 August 1980), 24: L Osservatore Romano, Suppl.,
12 November 1980, pp. I-VIIL.
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N B B > 7 E= AW AR KB > a7 of each person and sharing our respective gifts, makes i 0551 live as
WE IR AT o brothers and sisters.
R > WA AL E ML+ | HFHER So, be men and women of comm m' 0 rage to be present
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RO RETE D o BB ER DI EVE (28
TE21) o EW [TAEREW ] - Bl (1 i i ich entails “the ability to hear, to listen to
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AES1) 3 o KR FB = HMERIRM RS (& f the three divine Persons (cf. 1 J» 4:8), the model
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3. [DAREEHE R ] ZRS4EMB=MEN - e the future with hope should be the third aim of this Year.

FAM AR A R A Rk B 2R TG - H R AS R E X Il know the difficulties which the various forms of consecrated life
B R BEE D s AR AT A @ fe currently experiencing: decreasing vocations and aging members,

n of the presence of the

ionships.

9 2 Bk Y 2 Al 1 e 2 9 A B e B PR AL K%
AERAL B0 R R B A A 5 I R

particularly in the Western world; economic problems stemming from the

global financial crisis; issues of internationalization and globalization; the

AR TR AE o n] R IE 2 TR FRAM B £ [R] R AR threats posed by relativism and a sense of isolation and social irrelevance...
E’J/\ » e[ 252 )38 Be R 28 > TR FRAM AR But it is precisely amid these uncertainties, which we share with so many

S TR R R A ﬁﬁ E@f}éﬁ N of our contemporaries, that we are called to practice the virtue of hope, the
BT b A5 BR A - [ AN
(HE—8) -

fruit of our faith in the Lord of history, who continues to tell us: “Be not

afraid... for I am with you” (Jer 1:8).

This hope is not based on statistics or accomplishments, but on the One

in whom we have put our trust (cf. 2 7im 1:2), the One for whom “nothing

o fE MR AN e AR is impossible” (Lk 1:37). This is the hope which does not disappoint; it is
T 16 1 AR 4 28 1 SE 1R KR the hope which enables consecrated life to keep writing its great history well
\J{z H > S &R 5 10 o A B ATE & B = 3 Address to Rectors and Students of the Pontifical Colleges and Residences of Rome (12 May 2014).

&% Rl
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into the future. It is to that future that we must always look, conscious that
the Holy Spirit spurs us on so that he can still do great thifigs wi

So do not yield to the temptation to see thingsin terms of wambers
and efficiency, and even less to trust i n

QUK OW gth. In scanning

t, be watchful and alert.

Together with Benedict

of doom who proclaim, the e

the Church in our dayy \rather, clothe yourselves in Jesus Christ and put on
the armour of\ight — int Paul urged (cf. Rom 13:11-14) — keeping awake
and w. S us eonstantly set out anew, with trust in the Lord.

specially like to say a word to those of you who are young.

o I @
@ are the present, since you are already taking active part in the lives

your Institutes, offering all the freshness and generosity of your “yes”.
At the same time you are the future, for soon you will be called to take
on roles of leadership in the life, formation, service and mission of your
communities. This Year should see you actively engaged in dialogue with the
previous generation. In fraternal communion you will be enriched by their
experiences and wisdom, while at the same time inspiring them, by your
own energy and enthusiasm, to recapture their original idealism. In this way
the entire community can join in finding new ways of living the Gospel and

responding more effectively to the need for witness and proclamation.

I am also happy to know that you will have the opportunity during this Year to
meet with other young religious from different Institutes. May such encounters

become a regular means of fostering communion, mutual support, and unity.

4 POPE BENEDICT XVI, Homily for the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord (2 February
2013).

17
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II. EXPECTATIONS FOR THE YEAR OF CONSE!

What in particular do I expect from this Year of grace fo

our joy; and that our

and young peo elderly and the poor, brings us life-long personal

ould be dour, discontented and dissatisfied, for “a gloomy
isciple of gloom”. Like everyone else, we have our troubles, our
nights of the soul, our disappointments and infirmities, our experience
of slowing down as we grow older. But in all these things we should be able
to discover “perfect joy”. For it is here that we learn to recognize the face of
Christ, who became like us in all things, and to rejoice in the knowledge that
we are being conformed to him who, out of love of us, did not refuse the

sufferings of the cross.

In a society which exalts the cult of efficiency, fitness and success, one
which ignores the poor and dismisses “losers”, we can witness by our lives to
the truth of the words of Scripture: “When I am weak, then I am strong” (2

Cor 12:10).

We can apply to the consecrated life the words of Benedict XVI
which I cited in the Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium: “It is not
by proselytizing that the Church grows, but by attraction” (No. 14). The
consecrated life will not flourish as a result of brilliant vocation programs,

but because the young people we meet find us attractive, because they see

19
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of consecrated life does not depend on the efficiency ﬁf; At

depends on the eloquence of your lives, lives which> ra
beauty of living the Gospel and following C% QA .

ments on the Vigil of
Pentecost last year: “Fun

by the Gospel and bearing

the earth; she is t of the'world. She is called to make present in

society the leaven o Kingdom of God and she does this primarily by

her withess; her Wwitness/of brotherly love, of solidarity and of sharing with
2 (18 My 2013).

. I'am counting on you “to wake up the world”, since the distinctive

evangelical living is not only for religious: it is demanded of everyone. But

religious follow the Lord in a special way, in a prophetic way.” This is

@gn of consecrated life is prophecy. As I told the Superiors General: “Radical

the priority that is needed right now: “to be prophets who witness to how

Jesus lived on this earth... a religious must never abandon prophecy” (29

November 2013).

Prophets receive from God the ability to scrutinize the times in which
they live and to interpret events: they are like sentinels who keep watch in
the night and sense the coming of the dawn (cf. /s 21:11-12). Prophets
know God and they know the men and women who are their brothers and
sisters. They are able to discern and denounce the evil of sin and injustice.
Because they are free, they are beholden to no one but God, and they have
no interest other than God. Prophets tend to be on the side of the poor and

the powerless, for they know that God himself is on their side.

21
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So I trust that, rather than living in some utopia, you will \find ways

to create “alternate spaces”, where the Gospel appr o giving,
fraternity, embracing differences, and love of ¢iie another cap thrive.
Monasteries, communities, centres of spiritu Y f@, ospitals, family
shelters — all these are places which % and creativity born of
into % ad/with constant creativity must

e uld increasingly be the leaven for

a “city on a hill”, which testifies to the

your charisms have brou

continue to bring into bein

a society inspired by the Gosp

truth and thegigwe sus’ words.
At@g lijah/and Jonah, you may feel the temptation to flee,
a

he task of being a prophet because it is too demanding,
risonie or apparently fruitless. But prophets know that they are never

X@ne. As he did with Jeremiah, so God encourages us: “Be not afraid of
@ them, for I am with you to deliver you” (Jer 1:8).

3. Men and women religious, like all other consecrated persons, have been
called, as I mentioned, “experts in communion”. So I am hoping that the
“spirituality of communion”, so emphasized by Saint John Paul II, will
become a reality and that you will be in the forefront of responding to “the
great challenge facing us” in this new millennium: “to make the Church the
home and the school of communion.”® T am sure that in this Year you will
make every effort to make the ideal of fraternity pursued by your founders and

foundresses expand everywhere, like concentric circles.

Communion is lived first and foremost within the respective communities
of each Institute. To this end, I would ask you to think about my frequent

comments about criticism, gossip, envy, jealousy, hostility as ways of acting

5 Apostolic Letter Novo Millennio Ineunte (6 January 2001), 43.
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which have no place in our houses. This being the case, the path\qf charity
open before us is almost infinite, since it entails murdal(acc ce and
concern, practicing a communion of goods both/material\and spiritual,

fraternal correction and respect for those whoaré weak .,))it’is the “mystique

of living together” which makes otir ilgrimage”.6 We need to

ask ourselves about the way we relat orts/from different cultures, as our
communities become increa i ational. How can we enable each

e thinks, to be accepted with his or her

member to say freely what he

particular giftsyan ome fully co-responsible?
I algo eMor a growth in communion between the members of

utes. Might this Year be an occasion for us to step out more

ageously from the confines of our respective Institutes and to work

\

gether, at the local and global levels, on projects involving formation,
evangelization, and social action? This would make for a more effective

@ prophetic witness. Communion and the encounter between different

charisms and vocations can open up a path of hope. No one contributes to
the future in isolation, by his or her efforts alone, but by seeing himself or
herself as part of a true communion which is constantly open to encounter,
dialogue, attentive listening and mutual assistance. Such a communion

inoculates us from the disease of self-absorption.

Consecrated men and women are also called to true synergy with all
other vocations in the Church, beginning with priests and the lay faithful, in
order to “spread the spirituality of communion, first of all in their internal

life and then in the ecclesial community, and even beyond its boundaries”.”

6 Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium (24 November 2013), 87
7 JOHN PAULII, Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation Vita Consecrata (25 March 1996), 51.
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come out of yourselves and go forth to the existential periphefies:

the world”; these were the last words which Jesus Hoks to follo

women looking for a purpose in\ife; thirsting for the divine. ..

Don’t be'close n yourselves, don’t be stifled by petty squabbles,
don’t rérhaid), a hestage o/your own problems. These will be resolved if you
elp others to resolve their own problems, and proclaim the

ing love.

I ask you to work concretely in welcoming refugees, drawing near to

<&
@V d News. You will find life by giving life, hope by giving hope, love by

the poor, and finding creative ways to catechize, to proclaim the Gospel and
to teach others how to pray. Consequently, I would hope that structures
can be streamlined, large religious houses repurposed for works which
better respond to the present demands of evangelization and charity, and

apostolates adjusted to new needs.

5. I expect that each form of consecrated life will question what it is that God

and people today are asking of them.

Monasteries and groups which are primarily contemplative could meet or
otherwise engage in an exchange of experiences on the life of prayer, on ways
of deepening communion with the entire Church, on supporting persecuted
Christians, and welcoming and assisting those secking a deeper spiritual life

or requiring moral or material support.
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oN

teaching and cultural advancement, to preaching the Gospel\dr to
specific pastoral ministries. It could also be done by Secular Institutes) whose
members are found at almost every level of society. T ;. ivity of the Spirit

hat they cannot be easily

cannot address each and every
charismatic configuration.

¢ in the Church’s life and from responding

seriously examining his or her pre
to the new demdnds ntly being made on us, to the cry of the poor.

O ongern for the needs of the world, and by docility to
s of the Spirit, will this Year of Consecrated Life become an

entic kairos, a time rich in God’s grace, a time of transformation.
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L DU EHME > FoAM A (E R 1m) B2 ek B AR 00 i A 1. In chis letter, I wish to speak not only to consecrated, persons,. but also
WA o FRALEE S AE AE ST o A B K £ A to the laity, who share with them the same ideals, §piys ssiort,/ Some
HOrERBRR AR MG o A g S Religious Institutes have a long tradition in-this ega ile the experience
WA R AL > HAE e &g - 1y of others is more recent. Indeed,%’ uh -% eligious family, every Society
it > EEEGE » B8 EA TS BAE e of Apostolic Life and every Secula fute, there is a larger family, a

WA —MREE > —f [HEERE] » B4 “charismatic family”, which 1
FH R A ] —#p B R BT 8OH (19 with the same chari
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B o TELURMMM [ RKEE ] —REWL > RN with, your entire “family”, so that you can grow and respond together to the
4 HAEAL g R o Sl [ R B R D @ romptings of the Spirit in society today. On some occasions when consecrated

ity, € live this Year for Consecrated Life as a grace which

more aware of the gift you yourselves have received. Celebrate it

TEASTRIAE & 6K 5 19 55 20 R AE — L E > AR
ACZESENAE > FRABREN —HEERE

men and women from different Institutes come together, arrange to be present

yourselves so as to give expression to the one gift of God. In this way you

N o TERR o ARAM B R At e B S i A A will come to know the experiences of other charismatic families and other lay
e bEIBR RO AE58 - [N A M R B A <2 %& groups, and thus have an opportunity for mutual enrichment and support.

2. Bk B R T AR SR BRI A ’ 2. The Year for Consecrated Life concerns not only consecrated persons,
R E A E e o Byt > FGERE \ 7 > but the entire Church. Consequently, I ask #he whole Christian people to be
AR R R T2 B A R increasingly aware of the gift which is the presence of our many consecrated

A R A H B R B men and women, heirs of the great saints who have written the history of
&7 Christianity. What would the Church be without Saint Benedict and Saint
Basil, without Saint Augustine and Saint Bernard, without Saint Francis and
Saint Dominic, Saint Ignatius of Loyola and Saint Teresa of Avila, Saint
Angelica Merici and Saint Vincent de Paul. The list could go on and on, up to

SR AN S 2 W) AR TS - ARk Saint John Bosco and Blessed Teresa of Calcutta. As Blessed Paul VI pointed

30 31



NG - [RAE LR - IR
AHE L > AZWe AR fEl > &5 R
At S A A > I T g i
AR LkiE ] ( s R 3) o

PRI FRE 1 (S G A - BB —
G5 A o A R R R T AR B U T
FEZ] o Pl G G B O AR - LRI %
F K 1 7 0 4 9 5 th AP0 L 0 S - T
SR B S B30T B — R B 4
A R 50 0 O A 1 R S % T I
e T AR (RS TAF - A
) L T A 1 2B P e -

3. e UL b TR M B e A R
I TR =5 S 205 4 0 RR 2 3 1 A
B A o B A T R 4 B 2 2
2 FEREHE K LR b - R
TR BB AEMAE  LA P R
BB 45 5R - BCEE T IE 40@ 1 AL O
U400 2 - % e 8 A E A O S 1 é%%@
B o

32

&

O

out: “Without this concrete sign there would be a danger that the chatity which

animates the entire Church would grow cold, that the salyifi
Gospel would be blunted, and that the “salt” of faith would ur in a
world undergoing secularization” (Evangelica Tﬁ%ﬁo@

\5@- erience this Year above all as a
remembrance for all the gifts

so many consecrated men and women. [ ask

So I invite every Christian com
moment of thanksgiving to
we continue to receive, th

the fidelity to their

all of you to draw close se men and women, to rejoice with them, to share their

difficuld ist them, to whatever degree possible, in their ministries and
r ter are, in the end, those of the entire Church. Let them know the

d the warmth which the entire Christian people feels for them.

Xn this letter I do not hesitate to address a word to the consecrated men and women
and to the members of fraternities and communities who belong to Churches of

traditions other than the Catholic tradition. Monasticism is part of the heritage of
the undivided Church, and is still very much alive in both the Orthodox Churches
and the Catholic Church. The monastic tradition, and other later experiences from
the time when the Church in the West was still united, have inspired analogous
initiatives in the Ecclesial Communities of the reformed tradition. These have

continued to give birth to further expressions of fraternal community and service.

The Congregation for Institutes of Consecrated Life and for Societies of Apostolic
Life has planned a number of initiatives to facilitate encounters between members
of different expressions of consecrated and fraternal life in the various Churches.
I warmly encourage such meetings as a means of increasing mutual understanding,
respect and reciprocal cooperation, so that the ecumenism of the consecrated life

can prove helpful for the greater journey towards the unity of all the Churches.
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4. Nor can we forget that the phenomenon of monasticism ang\of other

expressions of religious fraternity is present in all the grsﬁeﬁ There
Q8

are instances, some long-standing, of inter-monasti¢”dja involving the

“ 7 I trust that the

eview the progress made,
s awar dlogue, and to consider what
r mutual understanding and greater

cooperation in the many comm

Catholic Church and certain of the great religiots tr4
Year of Consecrated Life will be at>oppd

to make consecrated pers

further steps can be taken to

teas of service to human life.

Journeying\toge always brings enrichment, and can open new
ionships/between peoples and cultures, which nowadays

cult.

X inally, in a special way, I address my brother bishops. May this Year be an
pportunity to accept institutes of consecrated life, readily and joyfully, as a

spiritual capital which contributes to the good of the whole body of Christ
@ (cf. Lumen Gentium, 43), and not simply that of the individual religious
families. “Consecrated life is a gift to the Church, it is born of the Church,
it grows in the Church, and it is entirely directed to the Church”.® For this
reason, precisely as a gift to the Church, it is not an isolated or marginal
reality, but deeply a part of her. It is at the heart of the Church, a decisive
element of her mission, inasmuch as it expresses the deepest nature of the

Christian vocation and the yearning of the Church as the Bride for union

with her sole Spouse. Thus, “it belongs... absolutely to the life and holiness”
of the Church (ibid., 44).

In the light of this, I ask you, the Pastors of the particular Churches, to

8 BISHOP ]J.M. BERGOGLIO, Intervention at the Synod on the Consecrated Life and its
Mission in the Church and in the World, XV1 General Congregation, 13 October 1994.
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support and encouragement, your assistance i
tender and loving closeness to those situatiors \of sufferifigand weakness in

which some consecrated men orvo themselves. Above all,

ople 0% value of consecrated life, so
i rth in the Church.

I entrust this.Year\of Constcrated Life to Mary, the Virgin of listening

do this by instructing the

that its beauty and holiness

and contemplation, t st disciple of her beloved Son. Let us look to her,

the hi oved dadghter of the Father, endowed with every gift of

O ace, \as nsurpassed model for all those who follow Christ in love of
X and service to their neighbour.

Lastly, I join all of you in gratitude for the gifts of grace and light with which the

Lord graciously wills to enrich us, and I accompany you with my Apostolic Blessing,

From the Vatican, 21 November 2014, Feast of the Presentation of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
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